MOHAMMAD A. EL-MEZAIN, SEPTEMBER 10, 2003

Page 1 Page 3
1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 1 APPEARANCES:
pJ NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 2
3 3 For Pluimiffs:
4 STANLEY BOIM, et nl., ) 4  WILDMAN, HARROLD, ALIEN & DIXON
5 Plaintiffs, ) 5 BY: RICIHIARD M. HOFFMAN
4] V&, 1 No. 00 C 2905 & Allorncy at Law
7 QUARANIC LITERACY INSTITUTE, ) 7 225 Wem Wacker Drive, Suite 3000
8 etal, ) 8  Chicago, Minois $0606
g Defendants, ) 9 (312)201-2000
10 ) 10
11 11 For Holy Land Foundation;
12 13 FREEDMAN, BOYD, DANIELS, HOLLANDER, GOLDBERG
13 13 & CLINE
14 14 BY: JOHN W, BOYD
15 15 Auomey o Law
16 DEFOSITION OF MOHAMMAD A EL-MEZAIN | 16 20 First Plaza, Suitc 700 - .
17 Sap Diego, California 17 Albuquerque, New Mexko H7110
18 Wednesday, September 10, 2003 18 - (505)842-9960
19 1%
20 20 For Deponent
21 : 1 ALEX LANDON
22 Reported by: 22 Anomey al Law
23 REMEE KELCH 23 2442 Fourth Avenue
24 CSR No. 5083 24 San Diego, California 92101
25 Job No, 121463 5 (619) 232022
Page 2 Fage 4
1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 1 INDEX
2 NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 2 WITNESS EXAMINATION
3 3 MOHAMMAD A EL-MEZAIN
4 STANLEY BOIM, et al., ) 4 BY MR, HOFFMAN 6, 161
5 Plaintiffs, 5 BY MR. BOYD 159
6 V5. J No, 0} C 2005 ]
7 QUARANIC LITERACY INSTITUTE, ) 7 EXHIRITS
8 etal, 8§ DEPOSITION FAGE
9 Defendants. ) 9 1 Subposna 9
10 ) 10 2 State of Texas application for certificate 71
11 11 of authority for The Holy Land Foundation For
12 12 Relief and Development
13 13 3 Document titled, "Agreement,” with signature 80
14 14 lines for Shukni Baker and Mohamed Anati,
15 Deposition of MOHAMMAD A. EL-MEZAN, | 15 Bales Number (0739
16 taken on behalf of Plaintiffs, at 402 16 4 Document written in Arabic 83
17 West Broadway, Suite 700, San Diego, 17 § Document written in Arabic 88
18 Catifornia, beginning at 912 a.m. and 18 6 Document written in Arabic with an English 91
19 ending at 3:20 p.m. on Wednesday, 19 lenterbead "Islamic Association for Palastine,”
20 September 10, 2003, before RENEE KELCH, 20  Bates Number BO 001396
21 Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 5063. 21 7 Documeat titled, "Action Alert LAP" 95
22 22 8 Document written in Arabic with an English 107
23 23 letterhead "Muslem Youth Society/Hebron”
24 24 ‘
25 25
GOVERNMENT
EXHIBIT
£l Mezain Deposition
3:04-CR-240-G
ESQUIRE DEPOSITION SERVICES « CHICAGO U.S. v, HLF, et al.

312,782.8087 800.708.8087 FAX 312.704.4950




MOHAMMAD A, EL-MEZAIN, SEPTEMEER 10, 2003

Page 3

1 INDEX (Continued):
2 EXHIRITS
3 DEPOSITION FAGE
4 9 Document written in Arable with an English 112
3 letterhead "Holy Land Foundation" Faies
& Murmober 1792
7 10 CD labeled "Speech by a veiled terroristof 115
3 [1amas, IAP Conferenca 1 of 2, Kansas Clty,
9 MO, 12/27-30/1989"
10 11 CD labeled "Speech by a veiled tetorist of 115
11  Hamas, IAF Conference, Kansas Qity, MO,
12 December 12/27-30/1989, 2 of 2"
13 12 Chapter 5 from Steven Emerson's book, 127
14  "Awmerican Jihad, The Terrorisis living
15  Amoung Us"
16 13 Document titled, "Nasar Hidmi Jutermogation 129
17  Statement, March 11, 1993"
18 14 FBI document, Bates Numbers (0252 through 133
1% 0265
20 13 Dcoument titied, "Holy Land Foundation for 135
21 Relief and Development International
22  Emergency Economic Powers Act”
23 16 Memorandum from Stephen Jennings, Jr.,ta 137
24 R Richard Newcotnb, dated 2/28/02,
25 Bates Numbers 1204 through 12G7
Page 6 Pags §
1 San Diego, California, Wednesday, September 10, 2003
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3
4 MOHAMMAD A. EL-MEZAIN,
5 having been first duly sworn, was examined and tastified
G as follows:
-

9 A AbuTbrshim is my nickoame. Its a familiar
10 pame with our cultute.
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8 2001.

16 office,

& A I'wasworking with the Holy Land Foundation
7 from 1990 until they close the offics in 2001, December,

15 A Paid position from 1999 until they close the

17 {3 What was your tiltle at Holy Land Foundation
18 from 1999 until the time of closing?
19 A Director of endowment and vice chairman.

Page 15
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Page 24

Do you know a man by the name of Omar Ahmad?

Yes.
How ix it that you know Mr, Ahmad?
Met him in conference,

Do you recall which conference or conferences?

Idon' recall. But it was in MAY A,

At a MAYA conference?

Yeah.

Was it coe or more conferences?

More than one.

And just 50 we're o the same page, for the

24 rcoord, when we say MAYA you're referring to the Musglim
25 American Youth Aszociation?

6§ (Pages 21 to 24)
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1 A You're right.
2 Q The MAYA conferences that you're referring to,
3 do you recall where those were held?
4 A Idon'recall exactly what one of them.
K} Q Do yoo recall whether any of them were in
& Kansas City?
7 A [don' recall.
B Q@ The MAYA conferences where you met Mr. Ahmad,
9 was either ong of you & speaksr at the conference?
10 A Ny,
11 G No? Have you had any personal dealings with
12 Mr, Ahmad ouiside of the MAYA conferences --
13 A No.
14 Q- you testified about?
Page 26
5  Q Do you know a man by the pame of Ismail
& Elbarasse?
7 A Yes.
8 Q How isit you know Mr. Elbarasca?
9 A Oneof MAYA conferences ulso.
10 Q Do you recall where that MAYA confereace was
11 held?
12 A 1don'know. MAYA conferences years, too
13 long.
14 Q Do you recall roughly what the time frame was
15 you met Mr. Flbarasse at 8 MAYA conference?
16 A Isin cightics.
17 Q How about Mr, Omar Ahmad, can you tell me the
18 time frame?
19 A [Itisin the aiphties.
20 Q Sovyou met both of these gentlemen at MAYA
21 conferences in the eighties?

22

A Yeah
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A They have Al-Zaitonah newspaper. They have
some conferencas or gathering, some business.

Q When Is it that you first became aware of the
IAP?

A Inlate cighties.

@ How did you first becoms -~ 1 know you
mentioned that they had Al-Zaitonah and they had
conferences, How did you first become aware of IAP?

A They have some activities in one of the
conferences, | belleve. They mention LAP over there.

£} %o this was & conference that was put on by
somebody else and JAP put on soms sort of presentation
©F was present?

A Something like this.

Q Do you recall where this conference was or
when?

- A Tdon't recall exaetly.

Page 30

19  Q Now, you'd already mentioned earlicr [AP, the
20 Islamic Association for Palestine; cormect?

21 A Correcl.

22 Q And thai is an organization you're familiar

23 with?

24 A Ycs,

25 Q How is it that you are familiar with the IAP?

2 (Pages 29 o 32)
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14  Q AndIthink I may have already asked you that,
15 but have you ever served as an officer or director in
16 any fashion with IAP?

17 A No. '

18  Q Have you ever made any conttibutions to 1AP?
19° A Maybe once in my lifs, or something like that.
20 Q) The contribution that you «-

21 A Itwas $100.

22 Okay. [ think you have testified that you have
23 atiended cvents, conferences and such put on by LAP?
24 A Yes,

25  Q The LAP conferences that you've attended, do

Page 36
1 you know where those took place; do you recall?
2 A ldon'recollect exactly.
3 Q Do yourecall what years the conferences you
4 attended oceurred?
5 A TIdon'trecall
6  Q Were you ever a speaker at any of the LAP
7 conferences?
% A Excuse me, ] believe one in 19 - gither 1999
9 or 1989, somethiog like that. This is the one |
10 remember for the LAP what year,
11 Q ‘890t '997
12 A Idont know exactly what year. '8% or -- was
13 in Chicago tkis ooe,
14  Q Have you ever served os a speaker at any -
15 A No. '
16 Q@ --of the IAP conferences?
17 A No.

9 (Pages 33 w 36)
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18 Q Now, you bad testifisd about Al-Zajtonah, which
19 iz a publication put out by LAP; correct?

20 A Yes

21 Q And that's oae that you're familiar with and

22 you've tead from lime in time?

23 A Sometimes when 1have time I could read the

24 headline.

25 Q Areyou familiar with a publication known as

Page 40

Tla-Filistin?

A [Ijust read it whea I read the deposition of
Shukri Abu Baker.

Q Sp prior to reading the transcript of Mr. Abu
Raker's deposition you were not familiar with
Da-Filistin?

A 1donY recal] I)a-Filistin,

ol Oh LA e L B

10 (Pages 37 to 40)
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15  Q Inany of the refersnces that you recall having

16 secen io LAP publications about Hamas, were any of those
17 supportive of Hamas? Did anything indicate that Hamas
18 should be supported or that IAP supportad Hamas?

1% A 1don'tsee anything to the best of my

20 knowledge.

11 (Pages 41 to 44)
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23 O Are you familiar with a man by the name of
24 Mousa Aty Marzook?
25 A Yes

14 (Pages 53 to 56)
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1 © How is it that you know Mr. Marzook? 1 Q Okay. And these phons calls were around the
2 A There is some kind of relationship berwesn his 2 time of the festivals, the holiday?
3 family and our family in Palesting, 3 A Yes.
4  Q When you say relationship, you mean -- 4  Q Other than what you've described in terms of
5 A They get married, 5 these phone calls Mi, Abu Marzook would make around the
6 0 --asacousin? : & tme of the festivals, your baving sat with bim in the
7 A The (amilies get married to each other. We 7 mosque i Fort Collins and the distaot family
B became familiar with Marzook, his father, his brother, 8 relationship, do you have any other relationship with
9 Far relationship anyhow, 9 Mr. Abu Marzook aver the course of the years?
10 MR. BOYD: You mean -- in gur term would be 10 A No. Sometimes I saw him in the conferences.
11 distant relationship, is that what you mean? 11 O What conferences do you recall seging him at?
12 THE WITNESS: Yes. 12 A MAYA confereocss.
13 MR. BOY1); Okay, that's what you meant. 13 Q Can you give me a time frame?
14 BY MR, HOFFMAN; 14 A Maybe ninetiex. Eardy nineties, Something
15 Q Now, have you actually met Abn Marzook? 15 like this. ,
16 A Yes 16 QO Was he a speaker al those confersnces?
17  Q On how many occasions? Many occasions? Oneor | 17. A No. Tdon'tsae bim speak.
18 two? 18 O Did you know Mr. Abu Marzook to be sffiliatcd
19 A He was living in Fort Collins, Colorado. 19 with any organizaticns?
20 Q When you were there? 20 A What you mean?
21 A Yeah. 21 O Well, we have talked quits a bit about some of
22 O Did you socialize with Abuy Marzook when you 22 these various people, whether they were involved with
23 were in Fort Collins? 23 1AP or people that wers involved with UASR. Twas
24 A Somctimes we sit in the mosque together, with 24 wondering if you know of any organizations be was
25 the people of the mosque, basically. 25 affiliated with? o
Page 38 Page 60
1 Q) Other than your dealings with Mr, Abu Marzook 1 A No,Idon't know.
2 in the mosque in Fort Collins, did you have any other 2 @ Did you consider Mr. Abu Mzrzook a friend?
3 personal dealings with him? 3 A Farfriend. Not close friend.
4 A No. You cannot say personal deslings. 4 Q Now,am I correct that Mr. Abu Marzook made a
5 Sometimes -- sometimes he call, congratulate cur % contribntion of $21(L(00 to the Woly Land Foundation in
6 festival, or something like that. We go cat after or, 6 the sarly nineties?
7 something like that. 7 A Yes
8 O Sometimes he called -- when you say "our 8 O Caoyoutell me how it is that contribution
9 festival," are you talking about and HLF festival? 9 came about?
10 A No. We as mosque have two festivals, like the 10 MR. BOYD: Thig question calls for if you kngw.
11 Christmas. 11 THE WITNESS: 1 don't know how if comes, and
12 ©Q Right. Like Ramadan? 12 when be send the moncy.
13 A After Ramadan. 13 BY MR. HOFFMAN:
14 Q Okay. 14 ° Q Do you know who at the Holy Land Foundation was
15 A This is before he left the country, 15 involved in dealing with Mr, Aby Marzook in coonection
16  Q Okay. 16 with that particular contribution?
17 A After that, nothing mors, 17 A [ hear fjom one of the meetings of the Holy
18 Q When you say "he called us," I guess [ was 18 Land Foundation board members that we received money
19 confused. Who is "us"? 15 from Abu Marzook. Shukri updated us.
20 A Hc called me, 20 Q Shukri is the one who advised you of this?
21 Q He called you? 21 A Heupdated us that he recelved this money.
22 A Maybe once a year, or something like that, Cr 22 Q Do you know whether the Holy Land Foundation
23 sometimes two, three years. It depends upon hig call 23 solleited Mr. Abu Marzook for this dopatlon? In other
24 sometimes, But we don't have any relation, direct 24 words, did HLF contact him and say, "(Can you make a
25 relation. 23 contribution?" Or is it Mr. Abu Marzook --

15 (Pages 57 1o 60)
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A Idon't know If they solicited directly from
him. But always we send our mailing when we are in the
conferences, And if we have fund-raising, then we ask
the people in geperal,

Q Have you ever been awnre of any relationship
with Mr. Abu Marzook has had with Hamas?

A 'When he was amrested.

Q He was arrested when he came into New York?

A Yes,

Q And that was the first time you had become
aware of a relationship which he bad with Hamas?

A This is what I remember.

Q  And wha! waes your understanding of the pature
of the relationship with Hamas?

A According W the news medla, be's one of the
political leaders,

Q Do you bave any knowledge or belief us to
whether or not that's true and accurate?

A [ helieve be confess that he i3 a political
leader.

Q Of Hamas?

A Yeah,

Q And prior to the time that the press was
covering his arrest in New York, you weren't aware of
any relationship which he had with Hamas?

R T N

BY MR. HOFFMAN:

Q Have yon ever given money to Mr, Abu Marzook
directly, either for him personally or for him 1o

detiver to anyone alge?
A No.

Q Mr. El-Me7ain, am I comect that you were onc

Page 63
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21
22
23
24
25

Page 62

A No, [ don't bave apy. I'm not aware about
that.

Q Have you ever discussed with Mr. Abu Marzook
his relationship with Hamas?

A No,

Q) When you learned of Mr. Abu Marzook's
relationship with Hamas, did that cause you apy condcem
with respect to the contribution that he had made to the
Holy Land Foundation?

A Not really.

Q Did you ever discuss with Mr. Abu Marzook his
arrest and the extradition proceedings that followed
that?

A No.

Q Were you involved in supporting Mr. Abu
Marzpok's defense in those extradition proceedings?

A What do you mean?

Q Did you make any contributions or organize any
activities to try and support his right --

A No. He bas a legal defense committce and they
came during my presence over there in Patterson, and
they collecting money from the people as a legal
defense.

Q Did you contribute?

A Nao.

e

7

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

of the founders of the Holy Land Foundation?

A Yes,

Q What was your role in the ereation of the Holy

Land Foundation?

A Just one of the board membets.

some charity, a ¢harity organization,

Q Whose idea was it to creats the Haoly Land

Foundation?
A Actually, it is Shukn's idca.

QQ The other founders were Mr. Shukri Abu Baker

and Ghassan Al-Ashi; is that correct?
A Yes,

Page 64

We like 1o have
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1 A They incorporated the HLF in California, Seems
2 1o me this office was -- the mailing address was in
3 Indiana, close to Shukri.

18 (Pages 69 to 72)
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24 Q And for how long did you continue to serve in
25 the position as president or chairman of the Holy Land

Page 73
1 A You'te right.

Page 75

1 Foundation?

2 A Until the beginning of 1999,
3 Q Did somebody then step in as the new president

4 or chairman?

3 A Yes, Ghassan became president,

15 A Iwe been hired from the Holy Land Foundation
16 in Qctober, 1999 to work with them as full-time

17 employee, and as a director of endowment.

i8 ' And that was from October, 99 until when?

19 A December, 2001.

20 O Mow, the position that you held as president or
21 chairman of the Holy Land Foundation, was that a paylng

22 positlon?

23 A No, no, it wasn't 4 paying position.
24 Q And your position as director of endowments,

25 that was a paying positdon?

Page 74
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21  Q [In your position as chairman/president of Holy
22 Land Foundation, did part of your responsibilities

23 involve fund-raising?

24 A [always been — whenever they ask me 1o go to
25 make a fund-raising, I made a Fand-raising for the Holy

Page 78

Land Foundation -

Q Okay.

A --as a representative of the Holy Land
Foundation.

F-FUR S o

20 (Pages 77 to 80y
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14 ©Q So when you spoke earlier about having seen an
15 issue of a-Filistin in connection with reading the

16 transcript from Mr. Abu Baker's deposition, that would
17 be this document?

18 A Ibelieve so, this document, yss.

19 @ Okay, Am I comect that the date on the front

20 of this document corresponds to Decembaer, 1988, January
21 19897

22 A Yes. This is December, January 1989,

23 Q !ihink we've already established that was the

24 \ime frame when 1he Oceupled Land Fund was first

25 Incorporated?

Page B4

A Yes. In 1989, January, 1989.

QO Allright. Are you fluent in reading Arabic, I
assume?

A Yes

) You have an advantage over me,

A No. You koow English better than me.

¢ Ihave some advantages. But if you could,
there are two lines of text on the first page, bolder
text right underneath the date.

A Here (indicating}?

Q Yes.

A These rwo lines.

Q Yes, sir. In the middle of the page above the
picture. Could you tell me what -- translate those two
lines of text for me?

A Approximately, "They said in the Palestinian
state," the first lipe.

MR. BOYD: What? ‘

THE WITNESS: "They said in the Palestinian
state." What they said about the Palestinian state.
This is the title. And hers, social visit to the
families of the manyrs.

BY MR, HOFFMAN:

Q@ Now, I'm not going to ask you to go through and

translate all of this for me. 11 spare you that. But

B B B3 RS B B et B e o e el el ek
o L b b 0 W0 00~ O LA e L3 R s OO0 ] SR LA B D e
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1 [did have a question on a couple of items. 1 you say cut and pasts, I want to make sure T understand,
2 If you'll twn to the fourth page, which youll 2 A I'meanthe ad for the Holy Land Foundation,
3 sce in the lower right-hand comer there's a number 3 maybe they ok it from one of the ad of the Holy Land
4 15007 4 Foundation, and Just cut it and copy and put it here for -
5 A 1509, yes, 5 the people to -
6 0O Okay. Onthe lower left-hand comer of that 6  Q AmIcorrect that that's essentialty your best
7 page there's some Arabic text in a litile bolder type? 7 gucss or your speculation?
B A Yes : B A This is my best guess.
9 Q Okay. Am I comect that that is a translation 9 @ Okay. Now, again we ses the P.O. Box in
10 for the Islamic Resistance Movement, or Hamas? 10 Plainfield, Indiana. At the time of this, in the
11 A You're right. 11 formation of the Occupied Land Fund that was the mailing
12 Q Andif you go to the last page. 12 the addrese?
13 MR. BOYD: Which one, so that I'm clear on 13 A The mailing address. At that time Shukri was
14 this. 14 in Indiana.
15 MR. LANDON: This onc (indicating). 15 Q Do you know of any relationship or dealings
16 MER. BOYD: Well, wait. 16 that any of you principals of Holy Land Foundation had
17 BY MR. HOFFMAN: _ 17 with the Islamic Association for Palesting in January of
18  Q Onthe last page of the documnent, there's again | 18 1989 that would have caused LAP to know about the
19 above the line, about the middis of the page there's 19 Occupied Land Fund and what it was doing?
20 again a lintle bit bolder text in Arabic. And is that 20 A No. Actually we — you asked me before about
21 again - 21 the people of IAP, And I said 10 you, we know these
22 A This here, you mean? 22 people, but we doo't have agy relation with them. And
23 Q Yes. AmIcomect that that again is also the 23 they know that we have established Occupied Land Fund in
24 Islamic Resistance Movement, or Hamas? 24 that time. Not only the [AP actually, It became like
23 A You'rs correct. 25 - let me see, a custom with the Muslim organizations to
Fage 86 Page BB
1 Q Then below that there is what appears to be a 1 recommend a good organization for the good cause,
2 request for donations to the Occupied Land Fund. There 2 Q[ was curious because certaloly in the mid
3 is a short bit of Arabic text abovs the English, Can 3 uineties people would know of the Holy Land Foundation,
4 you translate that for me? 4 i was a prominently in the Muslim ¢ommunity; correct?
5 A This is one of the verses of the second chapter 5 A The Holy Land Foundation is known, yes.
6 of the Holy Koren. This chapter called "Alabakara.” 6 Q Bt this time we're fatking about December,
7 And verse is oumber 273, And it says, "Whatever you 7 1988 to 1989, that was when you were first incorporaied;
8 spend from the goodness, the God knows it 8 I'm wondering if you have any idea how the people who
9 Q Okay. 9 were publishing Oa-Filistin would know about you?
10 A Approximate translation. 10 A As]said to you before, it's the first time [
11 Q Okay. Do you know how {t is that this request 11 hbave secn; therefore, 1 don't know.
12 for tax deductible donations to the Occupied Land Fond 12 {Deposition Exbibit 5 was marked for
13 came to be In this issue of Ila-Filistin? 13 idenification by the coun reporter.)
14 A Thisisa good question, [ was thinking about 14 BY MR. HOFFMAN:
15 it. This is ot Holy Land Foundation ad. Maybe from 15 Q Mr. El-Memln, you've been handed what's been
16 the ones who issue Ila-Filistin, they know this is a 16 marked as Exhibit 5. It's a lengthy document,
17 good organization, and they recommend the people tg 17 Predominantly In Arabic. Feel free 1o look at it as
18 donate to the Holy Land Foundation. This is my bust 18 much as you want. I'm poing 10 ask you about particular
19 gucssing, 19 points, If you want to let me know whea you're ready,
20 Q Youdon't have any personal knowledge how this | 20 we can start,
21 came w be? 21 A Yes.
22 A No. Seems to me this is cut and paste from 22 Q Are you familiar with this document?
23 this paper. Just cut and paste. It's not ariginally, 23 A Yes
24  Q It's your belief that this advertisement was 24 Q And you've seen this before?
25 not originelly included in the Na-Filistin issue? When 25 A Yes, ['vcseen, Not in this shape. 1remember

22 (Pagcs BS to 88)
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Page 89 Page 91
1 the newspaper. Many Arabic newspaper, they wrote it. 1 Q Tt's berer than my translation.
2 Q I'm sorry, which newspaper? 2 Do you have any understanding as to how these
3 A Arsbic newspaper in that time they wrote this 3 references, these Occupied Land Fund sod donations came
4 article. And bere. 4 in here?
5 Q Am I correet, sir, that this ie the Hamas 5 A [doniknow.
6 charter? 6  ©Q You had testified about seeing the substance of
7 A Yes. 7 this document in Arabic newspapers; correct?
8 Q There is on the first page, if 1'm not 8 A Arabic newspapers, yes. And [ zez, 1 study
9 mistaken, in Arabic at the bortom a date; is that 9 thig also at the deposition.
10 correct? 10 Q Inconnsction with Mr. Abu Baker's deposition?
11 A August 18, 88. 11 A Yeab
12 Q The picture that we see on the first page and 12 Q Pdorto yesterday had you ever scen this Hamas
13 the second pege and the text, is that a logo or design 13 charter published with the reference to the Occupied
14 that you have seen in connection with references to 14 Land Fund?
15 Hamas? 15 A No, Igetshocked whea 1 se¢ this
16 A Idon't know. I don' know the logo Hamas, 16 constitution.
17  Q Could you tell us what is said in tha largs 17 . Q Iwascurious, Several of the references to
18 text in Arabic on the froot page? 18 the IAP on here show a P.Q. Box in Culver City,
12 A Here (indicating)? 19 California. Wera you aware of an LAFP offica in Culver
20 Q Yes 20 City?
21 A Yes, I know. This is the constiution of the 21 A No.
22 Hamas, Islamic Registant Movement. 22 {Deposition Exhibii 6 was marked for
23 Q if you would tum to the third page from the 2 identification by the court reporter.)
24 back, 24 BY MR. HOFFMAN:
25 A, Third page from the back? 25  Q Mr, El-Mezain, you've been handed a document
Page 90 Fage 92
1 Q There we go. It actually hay some English on I almost exclusively in Arabic. It's been marked as
2 it. There aré a series of addresses bere, including 2 Exhibit §. Is this a document that you're familiar
3 several for the IAP. And there's also addresses for - 3 with?
4 an address for the Occupied Land Fund, the P.0O. Box that 4 A I'm not familiar with, But [ see it here.
5 we saw in the last document; correct? 3 Q o the lower left-hand comer there is again a
b A Yes 6 date in Arabic. Can you tell tne what that is?
7 Q0 And above that these's also a referenec tn a 7 A Yes. First of December, 1989,
R Palesting Relief Fund, Do vou know what that's in & O Andinthe bontom third of the page there's a
9 roference to? 9 shart English reference to the Qeeupicd Lund Fund. Do
10 A Idon' recall. 10 you see that?
11 O Next lo the Paleatine Relief Fund Is some 11 A [sesit
12 Arabic text. Do you see that? 12 Q Arc you able to tell from the Arabic text
13 ME. BOYD: You mean to the right of it? 13 surrounding that whetber this is a request for
14 MER. HOFFMAN: To the right of it, yes. 14 contributions to the Occupied Land Fund?
15 {Discussion off the record,) 15 A Again what's the quastion?
16 TIE WITNESS: To support the Islamic 16  Q Are you able to tell whether this is a request
17 Association of Palestine. 17 for donations or contributions to be made to the
18 This is in Arabic. "Supporting financially for 18 Occupied Land Fund?
1% IAP." 19 A They put that here, they said you can sead your
20 Excuse my transiation, Sometimes I'm not 20 donation 10 support -- according to what they said here,
21 perfect in the trapslation. Doa't quote me. 21 to support your people in Palestine, ihe intifadah,
22 MER. HOFFMAN: Well, we have Lo quote you. 22 Q Isthere also & reference in there i the lext
23 That's part of the deposition process. | understand. 23 right before the land fund a call to jihad?
24 THE WITNESS: Try my best to do it 24 A What line?
25 BY MR. HOFFMAN; 25  Q [couldn' point out the exact words to you.

23 (Pages 89 10 92)
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But do you see -- let's say in the two lines before 1 by IAP on ity initiative?
Oceupied Land Fund. 2 A Yes, this is what [ mean.

A Lzt me exactly figure out.

This is a call, and they said, "Here we call

you to make [ihad by your money for the sake of the good
by donating your maximum capacity 1o suppori your people
in Palestine. And you can send your money 1o Occupied
Land Fund."

Q Okay. Do you have an undersianding as 1o what
is meant by the phrass "jihad"? I think you said jihad
by money?

A Yes, Jihad by money.

3 10 you understand what thai term means in the
genera] parlance of the Arab -- the Muslim American
community?

A This is a good company. They ¢onsider that
donate some money for a good cause as a fihad and this
15 what -- this is familiar with the Muslim communivy.

& Would that be a contribution to any good cause
or 1o a particular good cause?

A Any good cause. Any good cause.

Q 5o if yon gave money to the American Red Cross,
that could be considered a jihad for money?

A Yes, For example, if there a disaster, God
forbid, anywhera in the American coast, American Red

Page 95
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Cross or any well-known organization come and save the
fives of people. This is a good cavse. And it's
mandatory for us to save the lives,

Q Do you know how it is that thix request for
donations to the Occupied Land Fund came to be in thig
document?

A Again, this is not an ad from the Occupicd Eand
Fund. But ihe people, they said to, "Sapport the
Palestinian people who are sometlmes aeeding or
suffering. This is the Ocrupied Land Fund working over
thers; you can send your mooey."

3 At the time frame of this document, which I
think we establishad was somewhere berween August, ‘88
somecwhere 10 the end of 1989, do you know what
relationship, if any, LAP had with Hamas?

A Tdon't bave. §don't know.

Q) Have you ever seen any similar instances whers
the Occupied Land Fund or the Holy I.and Foundation was
ingluded by [AP in publications where they were asking
peopls to donate?

A We put some ad in Al-Zaitonah, That [ am
famitfar with.

Q And I think you had testified that it was your
belief that the laet thres sxhibits that we saw were not
ads by the Holy Land Foundation, but rather were put in
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Q We bad talked about «- go! into this when I
asked you about Holy Land soliciting contributions for
the children of martyrs. How is it that that would
happen?

A Tt is normal process for the community, thc.y
are asking about the children of the ones who been
killed innocently. For example, what was happening in
1994 that Palestine shooting the innocent people i the
mosques, and they left tens of the family without
custadiens. The people, they get emotionally, want 10
support these kids, The one whom you can ses being
killed by P-16 or by what in his home. And he became an
orphan, And his father, they call him shaheed. Itis
well-knowu name in the community over there, the:
Falestinian community over there. This is, for the Holy
Land Foundation, as we sponsor the arphan we did not
distinguish betwesn orphan, either father killed 25
shaheed or he killed by accideet or be killed normally,
or he died normally, The orphan for us as charitable
otganization is an orphan, homeless his father. No
matter his father is.

¢} What criteria would Holy Land Foundation use in
irying to decide how much particular recipients of
grants would get? In other words, if you were to decide

Page 107
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why would this particular orphao get $500 and this one
maybe $400, what criteria would you use in deciding
that?
MR, BOYD; Object to the form of the quashun

I think it assumes facts not in avidence
BY MR. HOFFMAN:

Q0 You can answer the question,

A Yes, There is no criteria -- I believe thers
Is a0 criteria that this supposed to -- atl tho orphans

are -- what [ know, al} the orphans take average between

50 to $60 monthly, if they are eligible to take the
grapts of the Holy Land Foundation, And I believe that
we deel equally with every orphan. Unless the sponsor
of the orphan, he like to send an extra hundred dollars
after Ramadan or afier the festival to this children, to
the ¢hild. Something to give this orphan, like [ give
my son extra hundred dollars, something like that. But
for us there is no differentiation. This iz what I

know,
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B A No,

6  Q Do you recall attending any conference at which
7 Mousa Abu Marzook was a speakar?

Page 127
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21 THE WITNESS: During my staying over there from
22 1989 1o 1999, to my best information, we never collecied
23 any funds for Hamas, And this was I believe, This is

24 the policy.

35 (Pages 137 to 140)
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1 Q Have you ever heard or been advised that
2 M. Siyam bad a relationship with Hamaz?
3 A Idon'recall
4 O On page 14 then it goas on and ndicates that
5 the Holy Land Foundation paid 1o bring both Mr, Hamam{
6 and Mr. Siyam into this company as guest speakers at
7 Holy Land Foundation events. Can you tell me whether or
& not that is accurate?
Y A Yes, they used to come here early nineties,
10 Q And when they came over, Holy Land Foundation
11  Q Pages 72 and 73 in the larger print numbess. 11 paid for their travel?
12 There's a reference to & Jamal Hamami, H-a-m-a-m-i? 12 A Ibelievsso,
13 A Jameen (phonetic). 13 O Do you recall what evenis they spoke at for
14 Q Jamegen, Are you familiar with Mr. Hamami? 14 Holy Land Foundation?
15 A Hamamj, yes, 15 A Notgpecific. Sometimes they make -- they
16 Q He's identified hare as onc of the founders of 16 visit the mosques. This is how they came, Sometimes
17 Hamas. Do you know whether that is accurate? 17 they came Ramadan,
18 A [Inpever hear that he's a founder of Hamas. 18 Q Tncoonection with any of the speaking
19 Q How is it you know Mr, Hamami? 19 engagements that Mr. Hamam! and Mr. Siyam had at Holy
20 A Hecame to the Uniled States as a speaker. And 20 Land Foundation évents, do you recall them ever making
21 he has school in Palestine over there. And he want 21 reforence to Hamas?
22 suppont from the community 10 his school from Holy Land | 22 A [don't recall.
23 Foundation. We studied the projects and we found has 23 Q Did you atrend all of their speaking
24 good school, and still existing now. 24 cngagements?
25 0 And did the Holy Land Foundation, in fact, make 25 A No,notall of it
Page 142
1 donations to the school that Mr, Hamami wes renning?
2 A Yes,Ibelicve so.
3 Q There's also a reference 1o a Sheik Mohammad
4 Siyam, S-I-y-a-m?
5 A Yes
6§ Q Do you know Mr. Siyam or Sheik Siyam?
7 A Heis the president of the [slamic Univessity
& of Gaza. Ex-president,
9  Q Do you know during what period of time he
10 served as president of Islamic University?
11 A Idon'trecall.
12 Q Onopage 13 Mr. Siyam is identified as a
13 self-admitted Hamas official, Do you know whether, in
14 fact, Mr., Siyam is effiliated with Hamas?
15 A Idon' recall exactly. According lo the --
16 what line?
17  Q If you'd start from the fifth line from the
18 botiom where it staris, "T'wo senior Hamas activists.”
19 A Yes
23 Q Okay. And {irsi it describes Mr. Hamami, aod
21 then it says, "Sheikh Mohammad Siyam, a self-admitted

BRES

Hamas official.” My gquestion is, are you aware of any
relationship that Mr. Siyam bas or had with Hamas?

A | doo't know what kind of relationship with
Hamas from Siyam to Hamas.

36 (Pages 141 to 134)
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Q) Moving on to the next paragraph, is again
referring to the gource HLFRD 4, indicates that, it
says, "that Hamas leaders Shukri Abu Baker and Mohammad
El-Mezain sttended 3 Muslim Arab Youth Association
conference December 30, 1994, to January 2, 1995 at the
Hyan Regeocy io Los Angeles, wherein Sheikh Muhammed
Siyam was the keynote speaker. Siyam introduced as
head of opcratons of Al Jibad Al Islamis in Gaza, the
Harmag military wing.”

92 =4 Lh b
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Pags 152

Q This then goes on to say that, "Siyam stated,
Tve been told to restrict or restrain what I say. ™
and there's an ellipses. "7 hope no one is tecording
me taking any pictures. As none are allowed." Again
another ellipses. "Because I'm going to speak the
truth to you. It's simple. Finish off the Israelis,
Kill them all. Exterminate them. No peace ever. Do
not bother to talk politics.™

18 (Pages 149 10 152)
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25 Q Do you recall ever making statements that

Page 134

1 wete - that in any way indicated you or the Holy Land
2 Foundation bad rised mooey on bebalf of Hamas?
3 A No
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Q Mr. El-Mrzain, do you recall any occasion on
which you were approached to accept money for Hamas?
A One time.
Q When was that?
A In carly nineties.
Q Okay. And would you describe the
circnmstances? .
A Ttwasin aconference. { don't know exact!
what. In LA, And after the session --
Q I'msorry, did yousay in LA?
A InLA, yeah. And after the session, the
woman came 1o me, 3 Muslim woman came to me and said,
Abu Thrahim --" early, early nineties. "Abu Tbrahim,
this is $3,000 I like 1o send it to mujahadeen of Hamas.
{3 To mujahadesn of Humas?
A Of Hamas. 152id 1o ber "No,” 1n front of all
the crowd ynder the stage, "I'm aot acceptmg that. Vi

LTI RN I - RN R L
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are not working for Hamas, We are just working for the
poor and the needy family and the orphan and social
services for the Palestinian people, not for Hamas,”

She said to me, " sold my piece of land and 1 get this
money for that.* I said, "U'm sorry, [ cannot accept

it. We just focus op the orpban and the poor aod necdy
family inside Palestine. That's it. If you like lo

send it for the poor and needy, I can accept it.
Otherwise, [ am sorry.”

And she turn away. And after three or four
minutes she get back to me. "Abu lbrahim, take it for
the orphans.” I said to ber, "Repeat it again." "Take
it for the orphans." "Repeat it again, three limes.”

She sgid, "For the orphans.”

And 1said, "Be my witness,” for the crowds
over thers. "This is -- this moncy is just for the
orphans and the orphans oaly. | accept it for the
orphans, Not for anything else.” And this was in one
of the conference.

40 (Pages 157 1o 160}
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